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of Oxford, and a century before Charlemagne's
Ordinance of Education. It was left to private
enterprise and not to Government control, and
was centred largely in the monasteries. Based
on Chinese classics, religion and history, its
aim was cultural and literary. It consisted in
memorizing and interpreting the Chinese sacred
books. Instilling the " five virtues/3 and based
on the " five human relations/3 it was strong
in the aspect of character-building. It was,
however, confined to the favoured few, and
its chief aim was to instil principles of loyalty
and courage, which were the heart of Bushido,
or cc The Knightly Way/3 into the sons of the
fighting samurai, or feudal knights of Japan.1
Not only the educational system but almost
the whole life of Japan was changed by the
great events of 1868, which ushered in the Era
of Meiji, or " The Enlightened Keign."

In 1871 a Department of Education was
established, and in 1872 the Code of Education
was promulgated, in the introduction to which
the Emperor said : " All knowledge, from that
necessary for daily life to that higher knowledge
necessary to prepare officers, farmers, mechanics,
artisans, physicians, etc., for their respective

1 The five virtues taught by Confucius were sympathy, justice,
courtesy, wisdom and faithfulness. The five relations were those
of ruler and subject, husband and wife, father and son, elder and
younger brother, friend and friend.